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If I could take anyone in the world, who 
would it be?   Why?  It would have to be 
an older person, maybe with some type of 
disability, who has always wanted to do a 
river trip but never had the chance, or 
thought it would not be possible.   This 
would be very rewarding for me to have 
the honor of helping him/her fulfill this 
dream. 
What canyon would I choose?   The 
Salmon River Canyon where it flows 
through the Frank Church River of No 
Return Wilderness Area. 

Guide Corner : Idaho guide  

Steve Wassmuth  

Nick name :  Wasso 

Started with Holiday :   1983 

Cloud Ridge has been running trips with us 
for 21 years. Cloud Ridge is one of the oldest 
and most respected nonprofit field schools in 
the West. Their trips specialize in 
environmental education bringing a 
multidisciplined perspective grounded in 
state of the art science out into the field. 
We are proud to serve as their chosen 
outfitter for river trips in the West. This year 
they are offering a trip on the Yampa.   
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My Youth Trip  By Joe Ballent, Guide  

òWilderness is not a luxury but a necessity of the 
human spirit.ó Edward Abbey, champion of the 
American Southwest, conveyed this and many other 
thoughts through his evocative writing. This quote 
embodies the heart and soul of Holiday Expeditions. 
Every time I hear the words of Abbey, or just walk 

across the boatyard at Holiday base, I am reminded of this simple, inherent 
truth: a day on the river offers vitality and rejuvenation. It all started for me 
with a simple youth trip.  
At the age of 17, I happened upon a unique opportunity to do a youth rafting 
trip in the Grand Canyon. I loved every minute of it ñfrom rapids, to wildlife, 
to relaxing lunches in the sun, returning each of the following two summers. 
At 20 I began working for Holiday in the gorgeous south Utah desert and 
havenõt wanted to be anywhere else since. Itõs been an incredible experience 
to come full circle and go on several youth trips myself, now as a guide, 
whether it be a daily trip with Boy Scouts or a church group on the playful 
Colorado daily, or a multi -day trip with families or high schoolers through 
spectacular Desolation Canyon. It has been a unique privilege to pass on this 
special experience, and to be able to work for a well -established outfitter, 
operating since 1966 with an outstanding record of safety and customer 
service, not to mention high -caliber guides.  
Not everyone who goes on a youth rafting trip is overwhelmed with 
wanderlust and becomes a rafting bum, but in my humble opinion everyone 
should at least experience a day on the river. Itõs so much more than a time 
and place, itõs a mindset. Who knows? It could change the course of your life 
forever. At the very least, youõll be left with spectacular memories. 

Comment from a recent youth trip:  
Mark Tjaden of Indianhead Camps: 

Being from the city, our kids enter into Westwater  Canyon with wide eyes 
and butterflies of excitement and nervousness.   On the other end, the 
serene and natural beauty stays with them in stories of whitewater, 
campfires and Huge Red Walled Canyons!  By taking this experience home 
with them, they are much more likely to venture outside their comfort 
zones and truly experience what Mother Nature has to offer.  

Joe Ballent, one of our 
amazing guides, has launched 
a website from his dorm room 
with an ongoing blog of his 
adventures and selling eco-
friendly apparel and gear. 
You can check it out at:  
www.joegreensleeves.com. 
All the best Joe!  

Joegreensleeves.com  

I stood up and stretched neck to look ahead. What 
I saw made my heart miss four beats. I took a 
fresh grip on my life -preserver and wondered how 
long it would take me to shuck myself out of my 
khaki skirt.  
As far as I could see there was a stretch of spray 
and foam, short intervals of wild, racing water, 
then more spray and foam where it churned itself 
to whiteness against a mass of rocks. And from it 
all came a steady boom! Boom!  
The bailer craned his neck.  
òGee! That looks fierce!ó He began hastily to roll 
up his sleeves and trouser legs.ó 
This excerpt is from a piece by a novelist, Caroline 
Lockhart, who floated the Salmon river with Harry 
òCapó Guleke in 1911. A much longer excerpt finds 

River Read: River of No Return  
-  By Johnny Carry and Cort Conley  

itself as one of several first hand accounts of historical figures included in the Carrey 
and Conley book. 
The authors focus primarily on river history and start with a detailed historical look at 
the importance and pioneer role of the area. After looking at the river as a whole, 
they provide a thorough, mile by mile account of historical sites and stories along the 
river corridor. They follow the river from its source in the Sawtooth Mountains north 
and then west across Idaho through the heart of the Frank Church River of No Return 
Wilderness and include, with the descriptions of the many colorful characters, 
descriptions of the rapids and sandbars.  
Hundreds of historical photographs of the people, cabins, rapids and boats illustrate 
the stories including many photos of Cap Guleke himself.  
Available from our bookstore.  

What is your favorite non -essential piece of equipment that you bring on 
the river?  Dress up clothes. 
What is your favorite meal on the river?   Lasagna. 
Funniest river moment:   I have some wonderful memories of gift exchange/
dress up night.   One that stands out at this moment was when a member of 
the group wanted to make sure that there was not anything left in the dry bag 
that contained the white elephant gift, and in the process got the dry bag 
stuck over his head and shoulders.  
Toughest Rapid:    Chittam Rapid on the Main Salmon in high water.  
Favorite camp to watch the sun set:   Cherry Creek on the Main Salmon 
Why do you guide?  I enjoy renewing old friendships and meeting new 
people.   There is no better place to do this than on a river trip.     
What do you think when you see red and white?   Fine wine? 
Where are you right now and what are you doing?   My 4th grade classroom, 
in Grangeville, Idaho, taking a break between two basketball games that I am 
helping referee.  

Some Popular Youth Trip Options  
Holiday offers many Youth Trip options. We will work 
with you to suit your needs. Here are two popular 
examples. 
Colorado River Daily  ð A good introduction to river 
rafting with Class III whitewater. This section is 
located just outside of Moab, UT and can 

accommodate larger groups. $50.00 per person for groups of 10 or more or 
$45.00 for groups of 25 or more.  
Green River through Desolation Canyon  4-day ð In May and June only. 
Plentiful fun rapids, stunning wilderness canyon, hiking and history. Our most 
popular youth trip. Book early!  $435.00 per person. Youth trip prices are for 
groups of 14 or more and do not include transportation.  

From the Blog:  A message from founders Dee & 
Sue Holladay 

The canyons we float and ride through have 
been here long before Holiday River 
Expeditions, but in our humblest way we are 
celebrating our 44th year of river running, 
hiking and just being in the presence of such 
�J�U�D�Q�G���S�O�D�F�H�V���D�Q�G���S�H�R�S�O�H�����,�W�¶�V���E�H�H�Q��

interesting to observe the changes in ourselves, 
our company, our industry, and our environment!  
View the full story in our Green Currents blog . 

Photo by Linda Waidhofer  

Yampa Snow 
The snowpack in the upper Yampa drainage promises a good whitewater year 
with a 76% snowpack.  

Fudge Macaroon Pie  
This special treat can be made in a Dutch oven or 
at home in a pie plate. Thanks to Steve Wassmuth.  

3 squares unsweetened chocolate  ½ cup butter 
3 eggs, slightly beaten   ¾ cup sugar 
½ cup flour    1 tsp. vanilla 
�€���F�X�S���V�Z�H�H�W�H�Q�H�G���F�R�Q�G�H�Q�V�H�G���P�L�O�N  �����€���F�X�S���F�R�F�R�Q�X�W 

Method: 
Melt chocolate and butter together.   
Mix together sugar and flour then add eggs and 
vanilla. Stir in melted chocolate and butter. Pour 
into greased Dutch oven or 9 inch pie plate.  
Combine milk and coconut, spoon over chocolate 
mixture, leaving a 3/4 inch border around the pan.  
Bake at 350 degrees for 25 minutes. Cool and 
serve.  
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